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Sept. 27: On Tuesday morning, three former presidential candidates Marc Bazin, Louis Dejoie
and Gerard Gourgue met with Lt. Gen. Prospero Avril and Sgt. Joseph Hebreux. After the twohour discussion, Dejoie told reporters that he found both men to be "completely in accord with the
democratic process and the changes we all want to come about." Bazin, an economist, said: "Haiti
would seem to no longer be a country that is dominated by its army, but a country with an army
that is at the disposal of the country. That is the direction toward which we feel we are going after
this meeting this morning." According to Bazin, he and his two colleagues left the meeting with
the understanding that an independent electoral commission would soon be created to organize
elections. Bazin said Avril told him that he did not plan to restore Haiti's constitution formally,
but that he intends to rule in "the spirit of the constitution" with full respect for human rights,
freedom of speech and other civil liberties. Both Dejoie and Bazin said Avril had told them he
would make these plans clear in an address to the nation within the next few days. Bazin said the
president was not anxious to set a date for elections or for the transition to civilian government.
Avril, he added, reiterated his belief that elections should not occur within the next two or 2-1/2
years. "We believe, all three of us, that there is a need to work with a timetable even though it would
not be ironclad." said Bazin, who called the meeting in the presidential palace "a triumph for the
idea of dialogue...I believe as long as we can talk to the military government in Haiti everything
is possible. Before, nothing was possible because there was no consultation and no dialogue."
Strikes protesting management changes were organized at the port and at the main office of the
national immigration service, and continued at the national flour mill and a section of the telephone
company. Sept. 30: The government dismissed Col. Jean-Claude Paul, commander of the JeanJacques Dessalines Battalion, located in downtown Port au Prince. Paul is under indictment in
the US on drug smuggling charges. In June, an attempt to remove him resulted in the ouster of
President Leslie Manigat. Paul's retirement was announced on national television at about 11
p.m. in a statement signed by Avril, and Minister of Interior and Defense, Col. Carl Dorsainville.
The Dessalines unit is responsible for security in the capital. Paul was known to be directly or
indirectly involved in Haiti's worst violent episodes since the end of the Duvalier dictatorship.
According to witnesses, his troops opened fire several times on demonstrators in the street during
the summer of 1987, killing more than 30 people. The unit's 700 soldiers provided no protection
to unarmed innocents in the election day massacre last November, or earlier in September when
a mob of thugs attacked a Catholic church in the capital. The official communique said Paul
would receive a monthly pension of $960. According to unnamed Haitian sources cited by Prensa
Latina, Paul's dismissal was one of the conditions expressed by Washington for an eventual
resumption of financial aid to Haiti. Oct. 1: According to Haitian radio reports, local officials
appointed during the government of Gen. Henri Namphy were put on trial in an improvised
outdoors court in Cotes de Fez, 185 km. south of Port au Prince. The presiding judges were soldiers
and non-commissioned officers from the local Army garrison, and residents of the community
attended as jury members. Included among the "defendants" was the town's mayor, accused,
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among other things, of embezzling a large sum of municipal funds. Haitian radio stations reported
that the commander of the Port de Coral garrison, located in southwestern Haiti, was removed
by his men. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 10/01/88; 10/02/88; Tass, 10/01/88; New York Times,
10/01/88)
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